
 

 

AGRICULTURAL 
COMMISSIONER 

 
 

SECTION B 

 



 

 B-1 

 
 
DESCRIPTION:  Budget Unit 2-601 Agricultural Commissioner 
 
The County Agricultural Commissioner, as defined by law, is responsible for the local administration of 
federal, state and county laws, rules and regulations that protect the public’s health, safety and welfare, the 
environment, agriculture, and the consumer. The Agricultural Commissioner is also the County Sealer of 
Weights and Measures and the Director of Underground Storage of Hazardous Materials. Activities to carry 
out these responsibilities consist of twenty-one individual programs. 
 
DEPARTMENT REQUEST: 
 
Requested Net Expenditures for FY 2008-09 total $2,699,410. This is an increase of $228,432 (9.2%) from 
the FY 2007-08 Adopted Budget. Departmental Revenues are requested to total $1,110,097.  This is an 
increase of $39,531 (3.7%) from last year.  Therefore, the requested Unreimbursed Cost of this budget is 
$1,589,313 which is $188,901 (13.5%) higher than the prior year.   
 
Major program and policy matters for this budget unit include additional state mandates, mainly in pesticide 
use enforcement. These new mandates include Respiratory Protection Regulations and increased grower 
and farm labor outreach for the Enforcement Response Regulations. Essential pest detection and pest 
exclusion programs for insects and diseases that could impact agriculture and the public remain in the 
forefront; primarily pests such as the Light Brown Apple Moth, Japanese Dodder, Plum Pox Virus, the 
exotic family of fruit flies, Red Imported Fire Ant, the small hive beetle and honeybee colony decline. Other 
priorities include enhanced nursery inspection and trapping for Glassy-winged sharpshooter (Pierce’s 
Disease), High Risk Pest Exclusion, inter-county coordination of rice herbicide application systems, 
continued cooperation with the Feather River Air Quality Management District, the rice industry and UC 
Cooperative Extension involving rice disease assessment, continued GIS (Graphic Information System) 
refinement and expanded use within the disciplines of this office, management of an extensive public and  
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private property (noxious) weed control program, and assisting owners and operators of weighing and 
measuring devices with weights and measures regulatory compliance issues. 
 
Other critical programs include assisting industry with Bio-Security regulations critical to Homeland 
Security, public education about the hazards and potential environmental and human health and safety 
harm caused by illegally transporting foreign and domestic plant and animal pests, homeowner pesticide 
safety outreach, and increased consumer protection and awareness in Weights & Measures. 
 
Additional responsibilities include inter-departmental implementation of a Certified Unified Program Agency 
(CUPA) and land use planning issues regarding the Agricultural Element of the General Plan. 
 
The request for Salaries and Benefits increases by $174,022 (8.8%) compared to the FY 2007-08 Adopted 
Budget.  The primary reason for this change is normal salary adjustments. No new positions are being 
requested in this budget.  
 
The request for Services and Supplies decreases by $16,303 (4.7%) compared to the FY 2007-08 Adopted 
Budget.  This is primarily due to decreases in expenses for weed control chemicals, computer hardware, 
clothing, and Other Equipment.  
 
The request for Other Charges decreases by $11,948 (5.6%) compared to the FY 2007-08 Adopted 
Budget.  This is primarily due to the elimination of the Interfund Vehicle Lease program.  
 
The requested Fixed Assets total $83,500 to replace two aging vehicles with high mileage and poor 
condition ratings: (1) Vehicle #304 is a 19 year old specialty vehicle used in the pest management division 
for weed control activities, (2) Vehicle #611 is a 10 year old pickup used in the pesticide use enforcement 
division for field inspection activities. Each of these items is listed in the accompanying budget detail.  
 
Total departmental revenue available increases by $39,531 (3.7%) compared to the FY 2007-08 Adopted 
Budget. This is primarily due to an anticipated $20,000 increase in our Unclaimed Gas Tax Revenue, a 
$23,000 increase in our Weights & Measures Device Registration Fees, and an $8,000 increase in our 
Pesticide Mill Assessment revenue. 
 
CAO RECOMMENDATION: 
 
This budget is recommended at $2,668,720, which is $30,690 less than requested. Revenues are 
recommended at $1,118,597, which is $8,500 more than requested. The Unreimbursed Cost of this budget 
is $1,550,123, which is $149,711 (10.7%) more than the FY 2007-08 Adopted Budget. 
 
Salaries and Benefits are recommended as requested.  
 
Services and Supplies are recommended at $331,900 which is $2,000 more than requested. This is due to 
inclusion of software that originally was budgeted in Intrafund Information Technology. 
 
Other Charges are recommended at $160,083, which is $41,690 less than requested. This is primarily due 
to a reduction in Interfund Information Technology charges based on updated information.  
 
Intrafund Transfers are recommended as requested. 
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Fixed Assets are recommended at $92,500, which is $9,000 more than requested. This is due to a request 
for a Weights and Measures Tracking System Software Program that originally was part of the FY 2007-08 
Intrafund Information Technology charges.  We recommend the replacement of Vehicle #304 with a 16,000 
lb GVW Flatbed Truck and the replacement of Vehicle #611 with a full size ½ ton X-Cab Pickup. 
 
Revenues are recommended at $1,118,597 which is $8,500 more than requested. This is primarily based 
on updated information for an unanticipated increase in State Unclaimed Gas Tax.  
 
The Agricultural Commissioner concurs with the recommended budget. 
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